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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

This guidance document (handbook) is intended for the use of owners, masters, and crews on 

pleasure vessels, registered with the Gibraltar Yacht Registry pursuant to Gibraltar Merchant Shipping 

(Pleasure Yachts) Regulations, 1997 (as amended), used exclusively for pleasure and recreational 

purposes at no financial gain by the owner or owners, and carrying no more than 12 passengers. 

A vessel carrying more than 12 passengers irrespective of financial gain, is determined to be a 

passenger vessel as defined within the Gibraltar Merchant Shipping (Safety, etc.) Act (as amended), 

and is subject to applicable registry, survey, and certification requirements.  

The information contained within this handbook is to be taken as general guidance, and does not 

devolve the responsibility of Owners, masters, and crews from taking into account any applicable 

requirements for the vessel type and size.  

The guidance contained within this handbook may differ from that which may be issued by other 

Flag States, and as such owners, masters and crew of pleasure vessels not registered under the 

Gibraltar Yacht Registry, should seek any guidance that may be required form the State under which 

the yacht is registered.  

Owners, Masters and crew on Gibraltar registered pleasure vessels, are invited and encouraged to 

participate in the continuous development of this handbook, by submitting appropriate comments 

and suggestions to the Gibraltar Yacht Registry. As the day-to-day practitioners, we value any 

feedback in respect of this handbook. Please forward any comments and suggestions to the Gibraltar 

Yacht Registry by email: maritime.yachts@gibraltar.gov.gi 

 

2. GLOSARY  

For the purpose of this handbook: 

“COLREGS” means; The International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (as amended). 

 “Flag State” means; the State under which the yacht is registered.  

“GT” means; gross tonnage as defined within the International Convention on Tonnage 

Measurement of Ships, 1969 (as amended); 

“IMO” means; the International Maritime Organisation. 

“Length” means the length as defined within the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement 

of Ships, 1969 (as amended);  

“MARPOL” means; The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (as 

amended) 

“MLC” means; the Maritime Labour Convention (as amended). 

“Pleasure vessel” means; A pleasure vessel used exclusively for pleasure and recreational purposes 

at no financial gain by the owner or owners.  

“Wreck Removal Convention” means; The Nairobi International Convention On The Removal Of 

Wrecks 2007 (as amended). 

mailto:maritime.yachts@gibraltar.gov.gi
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“REG” means; the Red Ensign Group of Flags. 

“RYA” means; The Royal Yachting Association. 

“SOLAS” means; the Safety of Life At Sea Convention (as amended). 

“STCW” means; the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 (as amended) 

“MCA” means; the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency. 

“VTS” means; Vessel Traffic Services 

 

 

3. TOP SAFETY TIPS 

The following are our ‘Top Tips’ relating to overall safety and enjoying the ever-growing pleasure 

vessel sector: 

 Get Trained – It is sensible to undertake some form of training; if you do get trained you 

will be far less likely to be involved in a maritime incident. If you get into difficulty 

you will also know how to get the right help quickly, reducing the impact of your 

problem; 

 Check the weather and tides – Always check the weather and tidal conditions before you 

set out so that you can prepare accordingly. At sea, changes in tidal streams could 

make conditions worse, particularly if the wind and tide are against each other. Tidal 

heights may hide underwater hazards; 

 Wear a lifejacket – a lifejacket that is properly serviced and maintained will significantly 

increase your survival chances if you fall overboard. It should be fitted with a light, 

whistle and spray hood and if possible crotch straps to stop the lifejacket riding up 

over your head; 

 Avoid alcohol – If you have been drinking alcohol, your judgement will be impaired and 

you will be more likely to make mistakes, which at sea could be life threatening; 

 Keep in touch – Tell someone responsible ashore where you are going and what time you 

expect to return so they are able to let Search & Rescue bodies know if you are 

missing, and; 

 Wear the kill cord – if your boat is fitted with a kill cord, please ensure the driver wears it. 

If the driver ends up falling overboard, it may help save their life and the lives of 

others who may also be in the water. 
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4. INTERNATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

A common misconception is that International requirements do not apply to pleasure vessels. This 

may not necessarily be the case, with some requirements addressing safety, crew welfare, and 

pollution prevention also applying to pleasure vessels of determined size proportions.  

This handbook covers some of the more salient aspects of requirements, and where some by way of 

size may not necessarily be mandatory for some pleasure vessels, taking same into account would be 

considered best practice.  

The table within annex 1 provides an overview of requirements, which may additionally be 

applicable to pleasure vessels: 

 

5. SAFETY OF NAVIGATION 

SOLAS Chapter V regulates safety of navigation. Though primarily applicable to large commercial 

ships of over 500GT, some requirements additionally apply to smaller pleasure vessels irrespective of 

size. 

5.1. Voyage Planning 

SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 34 “Safe Navigation and avoidance of dangerous situations” concerns 

prior-planning for your boating trip, more commonly known as voyage or passage planning. Voyage 

planning is basically common sense. Pleasure vessel users, should particularly take into account the 

following points when planning a boating trip: 

 

 Weather: before you go boating, check the weather forecast and get 
regular updates if you are planning to be out for any length of time. 

 

 Tides: check the tidal predictions for your trip and ensure that they fit with 
what you are planning to do. 

 

 Limitations of the vessel: consider whether your vessel is up to the 
proposed trip and that you have sufficient safety equipment and stores 
with you. 

 

 Crew: take into account the experience and physical ability of your crew. 
Crews suffering from cold, tiredness and seasickness won’t be able to do 
their job properly and could result in an overburdened skipper. 

 

 Navigational dangers: make sure you are familiar with any navigational 
dangers you may encounter during your boating trip. This generally means 
checking an up- to-date chart and a current pilot book or almanac. 
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 Contingency plan: always have a contingency plan in case something goes 
wrong. Before you go, consider places where you can take refuge should 
conditions deteriorate or if you suffer an incident or injury. Bear in mind 
that your GPS set is vulnerable and could fail at the most inconvenient 
time. This might be due to problems with electrical systems, jamming or 
interference with the signals or meteorological activity. It is sensible and 
good practice to make sure you are not over-reliant on your GPS set and 
that you have sufficient skills and information (charts, almanac and pilot 
book) to navigate yourself to safety without it should it fail. 

 Information ashore: make sure that someone ashore knows your plans and 

knows what to do should they become concerned for your wellbeing. 

Reporting to port/coastal states VTS, or to local marinas should be 

additionally considered. 

 

5.2. Radar Reflectors 

Many large ships rely on radar for navigation and for spotting other vessels in their vicinity. So, 

whatever size your boat is, it is important to make sure that you can be detected by radar. SOLAS 

Chapter V Regulation 19 requires all small craft (less than 150GT) to fit a radar reflector or other 

means, to enable detection by ships navigating by radar at both 9 and 3 GHz ‘if practicable’. This 

means if it is possible to use a radar reflector on your boat then you should use one. You should fit the 

largest radar reflector in terms of Radar Cross Section (RCS) that you can. Whatever length your vessel 

is, the radar reflector should be fitted according to the manufacturer’s instructions, and as high as 

possible to maximise its effectiveness. 

 

5.3. Life-Saving Signals 

SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 29 requires access to an illustrated table of the recognised life-saving 

signals, to enable communication with the search and rescue services, or other vessels, in 

emergencies. Free copies of this table in a leaflet produced by the UK MCA, are available via 

www.dft.gov.uk/mca, or in various nautical publications. It is also available in Annex 2 of this 

handbook. If your vessel is not suitable for carrying a copy of the table on board (because it is small or 

very exposed), make sure you have studied the table before you go boating. 

 

5.4. Assistance to other vessels 

SOLAS Chapter V Regulations 31, 32 and 33 require the reporting of navigational hazards encountered, 

and to respond to any distress signals seen or heard.   

Any such circumstances must be reported to local coastguard, VTS, or search and rescue authorities.  

 

5.5. Misuse of Distress Signals 

SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 35 prohibits misuse of any distress signals. These are critical to safety at 

sea and by misusing them you could put your or someone else’s life at risk. 

 

../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1ELCEDW0/www.dft.gov.uk/mca
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6. COLREGS 

With respect to navigation and collision avoidance, any person in charge of any vessel that proceeds to 

sea, irrespective of size, is required to comply with COLREGS. These regulations address the prevention 

of collisions at Sea, and are of paramount importance for all persons in charge of vessels at sea to 

comply with them. A breach of COLREGS could result in a substantial fine or custodial sentence. Copies 

of the requirements can be obtained from yacht chandlers or found in various other publications such 

as nautical almanacs. 

The Regulations apply to all vessels upon the high seas and in all waters navigable by seagoing vessels 

and require that all vessels are correctly provided with, and exhibit, navigation lights, shapes and 

sound signalling devices consistent with the vessels' length, type and circumstances. Navigation lights 

are required if the vessel is likely to operate at night or in poor visibility by day. 

While special rules may be made by an appropriate authority for roadstead’s, harbours, rivers, lakes or 

inland waterways connected with the high seas and navigable by seagoing vessels, such special rules 

shall conform as closely as possible to the COLREGS. 

COLREGS are made-up of the following sections: 

 Part A – General 

 Part B – Steering and Sailing Rules 

 Part C – Lights and Shapes 

 Part D – Sound and Light Signals Part E – Exemptions 

 Annex I – Positioning and technical details of lights and shapes 

 Annex II – Additional signals for fishing vessels fishing in close proximity Annex III – Technical 

details of sound signal appliances 

 Annex IV – Distress signals 

Owners, Masters, and crew should ensure that the lights they provide on their vessels are of approved 

types, and that they are displayed in their correct position(s) on the vessel as required by Annex I of 

the COLREGS. 
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7. CREW/MANNING 

7.1. Safe Manning Levels 

Manning requirements contained with the various requirements for commercially operating vessels, 

are for the most part not applicable to small pleasure vessels.  

However, this does not exclude owners of pleasure vessels from the responsibility to ensure that the 

master, and that the crew of the vessel hold suitable competencies (qualifications) and relevant 

experience applicable to the type and size of vessel, the machinery on the vessel, and the type of 

operation in which the vessel is engaged. 

It is recommended, that the principles, information, and indicative manning levels contained within 

the following requirements applicable to commercially operating vessels, be additionally taken into 

account in respect of pleasure vessels: 

 UK SCV Code / Workboat Code 

 Large Yacht / REG Yacht Code 

 STCW Convention & Codes 

 IMO Resolution A.1047(27) – Principles of Safe Manning (as amended) 

 

7.2. Crew Living and Working Conditions 

MLC 2006 (as amended) govern the living and working conditions of seafarers on commercially 

operated vessels.  

MLC requirements are comprised of the following: 

 Title 1 : Minimum Requirements for Seafarers to Work on a Ship 

 Title 2 : Conditions of Employment 

 Title 3 : Accommodation, Recreational Facilities, Food and Catering 

 Title 4 : Health Protection, Medical Care, Welfare and Social Security Protection 

 Title 5 : Compliance and Enforcement 

 

Although not applicable to pleasure vessels, consideration of the adoption in part of the 

requirements should provide acceptable living and working conditions of all crew on pleasure 

vessels.  

Experience demonstrates that certain employment aspects such as clear contractual obligations, 

when not suitably addressed, may cause unnecessary and unpleasant circumstances often leading to 

legal entanglements and expenses related to employment matters. These may be avoided by way of 

a suitable contact of employment, which defines individual parties obligations.  

Further specific Flag State requirements/guidance in respect of MLC may be obtained via 

https://www.gibraltarship.com/notices/maritime-labour-notices 

https://www.gibraltarship.com/notices/maritime-labour-notices
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7.3. Hours of work/rest 

MLC Sets out the requirements for minimum rest periods which should be provided for the crew. 

These are primarily aimed towards the avoidance of crew becoming fatigued, which can lead to 

errors or loss of judgement in relation to ship-board operations, which in turn may lead to incidents 

taking place. The required periods may be supplemented by specific Flag State requirements, which 

in Gibraltar’s case are summarised as follows: 

 

7.3.1. The minimum requirement for hours of rest to be provided are: 

I. 10 hours in any 24-hour period; and 

II. 77 hours in any 7-day period. 

 

Further information and guidance may be obtained via: 

I. Flag State Maritime Labour Notice 009(a)(as amended) accessible via; 

https://www.gibraltarship.com/notices/maritime-labour-notices and; 

II. IMO Resolution A.1047(27), as amended 

 

7.4. Shore Leave 

Wherever possible, where consistent with their operational duties, crew should be granted shore 

leave, for the benefit of their general health and well-being.  

 

8 Medical Stores 

Owners are encouraged to ensure suitable medical supplies are available on-board relative to the 

voyages undertaken.  

Gibraltar Merchant Shipping (Medical Stores) Regulations 2000 (as amended), together with Maritime 

Labour Notice 015, set out the medical stores requirements for commercial vessels, and though not 

applicable to pleasure vessels, owners and Masters of the latter should ensure the vessel carries 

sufficient suitable medical provisions for the intended voyage. Annex 1 of UK MSN 1905 (M+F) (as 

amended) provides further guidance when determining the types and quantities of medical stores.  

An inventory of medical stores should be maintained which detail the expiry dates of all individual 

items, and which should be periodically reviewed to ensure items due to expire are replaced prior to 

their expiry.  

Alternatively, pre-packed medical kits are widely available from yacht chandleries, which for small 

pleasure vessels may be a better fit, given the sole monitoring of the medical store would be related to 

the overall expiry date of the kit itself.  

https://www.gibraltarship.com/notices/maritime-labour-notices
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9. Life-Saving & Fire-Fighting  

9.1. Appliances 

Life-saving and fire-fighting appliances should be provided on-board for the use by those on board 

in respect of potential emergencies.  

The number and type of equipment should be adequate for the type of potential scenario(s), take 

into account the size of the vessel, and the maximum number of persons likely to be on-board at 

any given time.  

Such equipment may consist of but not limited to the provision of equipment related to: 

I. Abandonment of the vessel; 

II. Emergency radio equipment and location beacons; 

III. Fire detection systems; 

IV. Fixed and/or portable Fire-fighting capabilities;  

V. Navigational emergencies; 

VI. Personnel life-saving equipment; 

VII. Retrieval of a person or persons from the water; 

An indication as to the number and type of life-saving and fire-fighting appliances that may be 

required, may be obtained from the SCV/Workboat Codes.  

Crew should be familiarised with the life-saving and fire-fighting equipment provided on the 

vessel, and trained on the use of same.  

 

9.2 Training Manual 

In relation to section 9.1, depending on the size of vessel, and the number and variety of life-

saving and fire-fighting appliances provided, consideration should be given to the development of 

a training manual incorporating instructions for the use of the individual equipment. 

The manual should additionally incorporate emergency procedures to respond to potential 

emergency scenarios, and the specific duties of crew in any such emergencies. Any such 

emergency procedures developed, should be periodically tested to ensure their effectiveness by 

means of a drill. A record of drill undertaken should be maintained. 
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10 Communications Equipment  

Pleasure vessels should be provided with marine radiocommunications equipment capable of the 

transmission and receiving communications, suitable for the intended area(s) of operation, and which 

dependant on the area and nature of operation take into account the following functions:  

I. General vessel/shore/vessel communications; 

II. Transmitting vessel to shore distress alerts; 

III. Receiving shore-to-vessel distress alerts; 

IV. Transmitting and receiving vessel-to-vessel distress alerts; 

V. Transmitting and receiving search and rescue co-ordinating 

VI. Transmitting and receiving on-scene communications; 

VII. Transmitting and receiving maritime safety information. 

 

Where Very High Frequency (VHF) radio equipment is for the most part suitable for coastal voyages, it 

should be noted that VHF transmission and reception ranges are reliable only within the line of sight 

ranges of the aerials. Aerials should therefore be mounted as high as is practicable to maximise 

performance. When the main aerial is fitted to a mast, which is equipped to carry sails, an emergency 

aerial should be considered. 

Medium Frequency (MF) or other equipment with long-range transmission capability should be 

considered for voyages where VHF coverage may be intermittent or unavailable. (i.e. Mobile Satellite 

Communication Systems, etc.). 

Owners/managing agents should be aware that a vessel with radio communications equipment on 

board is required to have a Ships’ Radio Licence (SSL) issued by the relevant authority. In respect of 

Gibraltar registered vessels, the relevant authority is the Gibraltar Regulatory Authority 

https://www.gra.gi 

Further information, guidance and an indicative table on radiocommunications equipment may be 

obtained from MGN 280 (SCV Code).  

 

https://www.gra.gi/
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11. Pollution Prevention 

The MARPOL Convention requirements govern the maritime pollution prevention aspects, divided into 

six separate annexes: 

I. Annex I: REGULATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF POLLUTION BY OIL; 

II. Annex II: REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF POLLUTION BY NOXIOUS LIQUID 

SUBSTANCES IN BULK; 

III. Annex III: REGULATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF POLLUTION BY HARMFUL SUBSTANCES 

CARRIED BY SEA IN PACKAGED FORM; 

IV. Annex IV: REGULATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF POLLUTION BY SEWAGE FROM SHIPS; 

V. Annex V: REGULATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF POLLUTION BY GARBAGE FROM SHIPS; 

VI. Annex VI: REGULATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF AIR POLLUTION FROM SHIPS. 

 

Generally, MARPOL applies to all vessels including pleasure vessels, with survey and certification 

requirements applicable to certain sized vessels as required within the individual annexes. 

For the most part, the requirements of Annex I, IV, and V, would be the main requirements for 

pleasure vessels to note.  

 

11.1 Prevention of Pollution by Oil 

Oil should be retained on-board for disposal to shore reception facilities. Vessels shall not 

discharge oil or oily mixture into the sea, unless they are proceeding on a voyage, and the oil is 

discharged through oil discharge monitoring equipment (an approved oily water separator and 

discharge alarm, and in addition within a special area, an automatic stopping device), and the 

oil content of the effluent discharged over board does not exceed 15ppm. Overboard 

discharge of oil in the Antarctic special area is prohibited. 

The regulations relevant to Pleasure Vessels do not apply to any discharge into the sea of oil or 

oily mixture necessary for the purpose of securing the safety of a ship or saving life at sea. 

Means to prevent pollution by oil should be acceptable to administrations/authorities in the 

area in which a vessel operates. 

Vessels of 400GT and over should be issued with certification. If the vessel is trading 

internationally then it must be issued with a International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate. 

 

Vessels of 1000GT and above must be issued with a Certificate of Insurance or other financial 
security in respect of civil liability for bunker oil pollution damage. 
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11.2 Prevention of Pollution by Sewage 
 
Pleasure vessels should consider the impact when discharging sewage from a sea toilet or 
holding tank into the sea. Best practice advice is to return all waste generated on board to 
shore waste reception facilities but this is not always possible or practical. Holding tanks if 
fitted should be used and should only be emptied at pump out stations or when more than 3 
miles offshore in the open sea where waste will be quickly diluted and dispersed by wave 
action and currents. 
 
There are many other countries where the direct overboard discharge of sewage is prohibited 
by administrations/authorities. The provision of “holding tanks” of sufficient capacity to store 
waste for discharge to shore facilities may be needed for a vessel to comply with legislation in 
these countries. 
 
If sewage holding tanks are fitted they should be constructed with a sloping bottom arranged 
such that the outlet is at the lowest point. Ventilation arrangements should be routed well 
clear of accommodation and sleeping quarters. Outlets from ventilation should not be near 
ventilation or machinery inlets and should not pose a danger to other vessels alongside. Tanks 
should be manufactured from material not susceptible to corrosion in anaerobic 
decomposition conditions. 

 
Vessels of 400GT or above engaged in international voyages or a vessel certified to carry more 
than 15 persons and engaged in international voyages, must be surveyed and issued with an 
International Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate. 
 
 
11.3 Prevention of Pollution by Garbage 

 
Annex V Regulations prohibit the disposal of any plastics into the sea. The disposal of garbage 
other than plastics is prohibited except where it is made as far from the nearest land as is 
practicable, and (a) in the case of dunnage, lining and packing materials which will float, not 
less than 25 miles from the nearest land; or (b) in the case of food wastes and all other 
garbage including paper products, rags, glass, metal, bottles, crockery and similar refuse, not 
less than 12 miles or, if such wastes and other garbage have been ground or comminuted to 
the required standard, not less than 3 miles from the nearest land. 

The disposal of any garbage other than food wastes is prohibited where a Special Area has 

been designated and prohibits vessels from entering the Antarctic area unless they can retain 

all garbage on board and have made arrangements to discharge their garbage after the vessel 

has left the Antarctic special area. 

Every ship over 12 metres in length overall must display placards which notify the crew and 

passengers of the disposal requirements set out in regulations. Sample placards are provided 

in Annex 3. 
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11.4 Prevention of Pollution by Emissions 

Annex VI regulates air pollution from emissions.  

Vessels of 400GT and above are subject to the survey and certification regime of MARPOL 

Annex VI, and must be issued with an Air Pollution Prevention Certificate. 

In addition, vessels of 400GT and above engaged on international voyages, are subject to the 

MARPOL Annex VI Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) / Attained Energy Efficiency Existing 

Ship Index (EEXI) and Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plans requirements. 

 

12 Use of Antifouling Paints 

Gibraltar Merchant Shipping (Anti-Fouling Systems) Regulations 2012 (as amended) implement the 

International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on ships, 2001. 

The Regulations apply to all ships including pleasure vessels. If the vessel is 24 metres or over in length, 

a Declaration of Anti-fouling Systems, and appropriate documentation (e.g. a paint receipt or 

contractor’s invoice), or appropriate endorsement is required. This is also required if the vessel is not 

anti-fouled to confirm that is the case.  

Vessels of 400GT and above, in addition to a Declaration of Anti-fouling Systems, are subject to survey 

and certification, whereby the regulations require: 

I. an initial survey before the ship is put into service or when the ship is for the first time 

in a dry-dock for the application of anti-fouling systems; and 

II. a survey when the anti-fouling systems are changed or replaced. 

Vessels of 400GT and above require an Anti-Fouling Systems Certificate attesting the above-mentioned 

surveys. 

 

13 Wreck Removal 

13.1 Owners Liability 

The wreck removal convention places liability on the registered owners of vessels 300GT and 

above for costs associated with the locating, marking and removing of wrecks, with the 

exception of a wreck resulting from: 

I. an act of war, hostilities, civil war, insurrection, or a natural phenomenon of an 

exceptional, inevitable and irresistible character; 

II. wholly caused by an act or omission done with intent to cause damage by a third party; 

or 

III. wholly caused by the negligence or other wrongful act of any Government or other 

authority responsible for the maintenance of lights or other navigational aids in the 

exercise of that function. 
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13.2 Compulsory insurance or other financial security 

Given the liabilities placed on owners, the convention further requires owners of vessels 

300GT and above to maintain insurance or other financial security to cover the liabilities. 

13.3 Wreck Removal Certificate 

A certificate attesting that insurance or other financial security is in place is required for every 

vessel of 300GT and above. 

Certificates are issued by a State Party to the Convention, which in the first instance should be 

the State under which the vessel is registered. 

Should the case be that the vessel is registered under a State not a State Party to the 

convention, the certificate may then be issued by any other State Party to the convention. 

In the case of Gibraltar registered vessels, being a State Party to the convention, the certificate 

will be issued by the Gibraltar Maritime Administration. 

 

14 Certification 

All registered vessels are required to carry their corresponding Certificates of Registry. In addition, 

pleasure vessels are subject to the following certification requirements.  

 

14.1 Pleasure vessels under 24 

• A Declaration of Anti-fouling Systems 

 

14.2 Pleasure vessels 24 metres and over 

I. a Certificate of Measurement 

II. an International Tonnage Certificate 

III. A Declaration of Anti-fouling Systems 

IV. Yachts under 400 GT will require Engine International Air Pollution Prevention 

certificate (EIAPP) (with NOx Technical Files) if any of the engines installed have a 

power output of more than 130 kW; and 

V. Yachts 300Gt and above require a Wreck Removal Certificate and associated insurance 

policy  
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14.3 Pleasure vessel of 400GT and above 

I. an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate 

II. an International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate 

III. if engaged on international voyages, an International Sewage Pollution Prevention 

Certificate 

IV. an International Anti-fouling Certificate (instead of the Declaration for over 24 meter 

vessels) 

V. a Garbage Record Book. 

VI. a Garbage Management Plan. 

VII. Engine International Air Pollution Prevention certificate (EIAPP) (with NOx Technical 

Files). 

VIII. If engaged on international voyages, an International Energy Efficiency Certificate 

(IEEC) 

IX. Shipboard Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) if IEEC carried. 

 

14.4 Pleasure vessel of 1000GT and over 

I. A Certificate of Insurance or other financial security in respect of civil liability for 

bunker oil pollution damage. 

 

15. Legislative Information 

Further information and links to Gibraltar Maritime Regulations may be obtained via: 

https://gibraltarship.com/legislation/regulations 

https://gibraltarship.com/legislation/regulations
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Annex 1 

 

Pleasure Commercial Pleasure Commercial Pleasure Commercial

Certificate of Registry Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Small Commercial Vessel (SCV) Code (MGN 280) Yes

REG Yacht Code, Part A (as amended) including common annex and corrigenda as 

applicable Yes

REG Yacht Code, Part B (as amended) including common annex and corrigenda as 

applicable Yes

International Load Line (≥ 24m & 150 gt) Yes Yes

British Tonnage Certificate (≥ 24m) Yes Yes Yes Yes

Certificate of survey

Certificate of Class Yes Yes

Passenger Ship/Yacht Safety Certificate (PSSC) (If not covered by SEC, SAFCON, 

SAFRAD) * Yes *

Statement of Operational limitations Yes Yes

Inernational Oil Pollution Prevention (IOPP) ≥ 400 gt ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP)  ≥ 400 gt ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Oil Record Book (ORB Part I) ≥ 400 gt Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Inernational Air Pollution Prevention (IAPP) ≥ 400 gt Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

International Energy Efficiency Certificate (IEEC) Yes (if INT) Yes Yes (if INT) Yes

Shipboard Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) if IEEC is carried Yes (if INT) Yes Yes (if INT) Yes

International Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate (ISPP) ≥ 400 gt or 15 Pax +  ** Yes ** (if INT) Yes ** Yes ** (if INT) Yes **

International Anti-fouling Certificate (IAFS) ≥ 400 gt (Declaration for < 400 gt) ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Maritime Labour Certificate (MLC 2006) ≥ 500 gt (Statement of Compliance for < 500 

gt & record of inspection) ** Yes Yes ** Yes **

Seafarers Employment Agreement (SEA) or crew agreement plus crew list (Non MLC 

pleasure yachts with ≥ 5 paid crew) *** Yes *** Yes ***

Crew List Yes Yes Yes

Stability Booklet Yes Yes

Noise test report Yes

Safety Management Certificate (SMC) ≥ 500 gt ** Yes ** Yes **

International Ship Security Certificate (ISSC) ≥ 500 gt ** Yes ** Yes **

Safe Manning Document (SMC) (If required to comply with MLC 2006 *) Yes * Yes * 

Civil liability for Bunker pollution (Bunker 2001) ≥ 1000 gt ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Cargo Ship Safety Construction (SAFCON) ≥ 500 gt ** Yes ** Yes **

Cargo Ship Safety Equipment (SEC) ≥ 500 gt ** Yes ** Yes **

Cargo Ship safety Radio (SAFRAD) ≥ 300 gt ** Yes ** Yes **

Ship's Station License (radio license) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Garbage Management Plan ≥ 100 gt ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Garbage Record Book (GRB) ≥ 400 gt ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes ** Yes **

Register of Lifting Appliances (Shipping Information Notice 017) Yes Yes Yes

Under 24m Large Yachts ≤ 12 Pax Passenger Yachts 13 - 36 Pax
YACHT COMPLIANCE MATRIX 
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Annex 3 Continued … 

                                     

                                      

 

 


